(J) Marshallese Phonoloji (1/3) [15 Points]

Marshallese is an Austronesian language spoken by over 50,000 people, primarily in the Marshall Islands,
where it is the official language alongside English. One notable feature of Marshallese is its vowels: It seems
to have many different vowel sounds, but linguists have argued that all of these vowels can be analyzed as
variants of just 4 vowels. One linguist, Mark Hale, chose to use emojis rather than more conventional
symbols to represent these vowels, as they behave differently from vowels in most languages.

On the next page is a table with some Marshallese words written in standard Marshallese spelling, followed
by underlying forms that have been hypothesized by linguists, as well as the words’ pronunciations and
English translations. (An underlying form is how a word is stored in a speaker’s mind. This form is then
modified to yield the pronunciation.) Study this table and then answer the questions below.

J1. Fill in the blank cells in the table below. If you don’t want to draw the emojis, you can use S instead of the
soccer ball (@), C instead of the coffee mug (@ ), Y instead of the yin-yang symbol (@), and P instead of
the phone (). If you do choose to draw the emojis, make sure it’s totally clear which one you’re drawing!

Spelling Underlying Form Pronunciation English translation
a

bar /p“®r"/ (@) ‘rock (object)’

s (b) . )

labol [Yazeb¥alY] level (tool)

. (©) : e

jook [tha:k] shy

: (d) e

kewa /k@)W@Lu/ peer
e

eor /j Ty v/ () ‘bleached’

Pronunciation and spelling notes:

In the spellings, note that | and | are different letters (the second has a small hook under it).

In the underlying forms and pronunciations, note that [w] and [w] are different symbols.

[n] is pronounced like the ng in sing. [j] is pronounced like the y in yellow. [w] is pronounced somewhat
like the y in yellow, but it is formed farther back in the mouth.

A superscript ['] means that the preceding sound is pronounced with the tongue raised toward the roof
of the mouth (palatalized). A superscript [¥] means that the preceding sound is pronounced with the
back of the tongue raised (velarized). A superscript [¥] means that the preceding sound is pronounced
with the lips rounded (labialized).

[o, q, Y, &, w, A, €] are all vowel sounds. The symbol [:] after a vowel indicates that the vowel is long.
We will not tell you how the emojis are pronounced, nor how the letters in Marshallese spelling are
pronounced—that is for you to figure out!

00000



(J) Marshallese Phonoloji (2/3)

Marshallese examples:

Spelling Underlying Form Pronunciation English translation
dofi /vi Eynv/ [Feon¥] ‘hip’
kwarkor /k""@r“k‘” @Erry/ [k"par¥g“oyrY] ‘to bandage’
make /mj@kj/ [mizzagye] ‘alone’
nuknuk /nj@kwnj@k‘”/ [Nfiug¥niiuk¥] ‘clothing’
lor /IY®r""/ [Yapr*] ‘black sea anemone’
kutak /k“’@t‘ @k/ [k"uwd¥ak] ‘to scratch’
kuuj /k @W @t"/ [ku:t]] ‘cat’
mo /mj@w/ [mign] ‘stretchy’
eakeak /i @kj @k/ [jeeagjaeak] ‘ghost’
raj /r“®tj/ [faaet!] ‘whale’
keek /K j Erk/ [ke:k] ‘cake’
tommelok /tY@mjmJ'@IY®k‘”/ [tYAemImiealYapk?] | ‘to smack one’s lips’
pig /0 & i w/ [plicen] ‘chilly’
rom Jr @y mi/ [Moemi] ‘wink’
bojet /pY®wtj®tY/ [pYapZeat] ‘faucet’
tol /tY@I‘”/ [t¥AdIY] ‘mountain’
Majel /mY®u4tj@IY/ [mYaZenl¥] ‘Marshall Islands’
panuk /pj®nj@k""/ [p'eeniiuk] ‘to pile up’
pilim /pjé’lj @’m“/ [plifiwmY] “film’
puwal /p"@w®l”/ [pliuwpalY] ‘coward’
wa /w@w/ [woa] ‘canoe’
pellok /P @MY EHk"/ [piealMYapk™] ‘ajar’
jouj Jt EYw @t"/ [teouit!] ‘kindhearted’
Okwdj /w@k‘”@tj/ [pg%¥oet!] ‘August’
boklap /p¥ & kWY @pj/ [p¥yog“INazep’] ‘smallpox’
nebar /nJ'@pY@rY/ [neabYarY] ‘praise’
eotok /i @wtjk/ [jeenZevk] ‘shipwrecked’
naaj /n’@w @t’/ [na:t] ‘will be’
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(J) Marshallese Phonoloji (3/3)

J2. Explain how the pronunciation of a Marshallese word can be determined from its spelling and/or underly-
ing form.

J3. The sound /w/ is never pronounced in any Marshallese word. Therefore, it might seem strange that this
sound is included in descriptions of the language (such as in the underlying forms on the previous pages).
Explain why linguists believe that /w/ is present in the language even though it is never directly observed.
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