Boris lomdin

In 1996, a joint session of the orthographical committees from Austria, Germany and
Switzerland decided to reform German spelling rules for better consistency. In
particular, the letter 3 was in some (not all) cases replaced by the letter combination
ss. The table below lists some German words in both orthographical variants as well
as the corresponding English words:

German German English
(old orthography) (new orthography)

BoR Boss boss
daf dass that
Nufy Nuss nut

kuf kiiss Kiss!
muf3t musst must
WalroR Walross walrus
barfuld barfuld barefoot
grof grof3 great
SoRe SoRe sauce
Strale Stralie street
suf [ sweet
Auslall outlet
Bal} bass
Bi bit

FloR float
FuRball football
GeiBhirt goatherd
gran greet
schiel} shoot
Schuf shot
Schweil} sweat

Assignment 1. Fill in the omissions in the table, providing the new orthographical
versions of the German words.

Assignment 2. Do you think it is easier or harder for the foreigners to read German in
the new orthography? Explain your solution.

Note. No knowledge of German is required for solving this problem.



