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Amharic is a Semitic language, related to Hebrew and Arabic. Like these 
other languages, Amharic has its own very old writing system. This system is 
called "Ge'ez." Modern Amharic is spoken by more than 23,000,000 people 
and is the official language of Ethiopia. Below are some words in Amharic 
written in the traditional way, and translated into English. At the bottom, the 
same Amharic words are given in a Roman transcription that reflects their 
pronunciation (the Roman alphabet is the one that English is based on). The 
capital letters G, T, K and C represent special sounds of Amharic. These are 
very different from g, t, k, and c. In most cases the special sounds are 
pronounced farther back in the mouth than the ordinary ones are. The 
transcriptions are in random order. This distinction is very important in 
Amharic. 

1. Match the transcriptions below with the Amharic words in the following list: 

 Amharic Word Roman Transcription English 

 
koke 

 

Geta 

 

betu 

 

laba 

 

KoKe 

 

piyano 

 

GaTe 

 

KoKoCu 

 

Tatu 

 

zipe 

Roman transcriptions (in random order): 

GaTe,  koke,  betu,  KoKoCu,  laba,  Tatu,  zipe,  KoKe,  piyano,  Geta 



2. Now, fill in the gaps in the following table. Draw the Amharic characters 
carefully – you can do it!: 

 Amharic Word Roman Transcription    English 
 

 
3. Explain your solution: 


