(Q) A Tale of Kieu-plets (1/2) [10 Points]

The Tale of Kieu is an epic poem written in Vietnamese by author Nguyén Du in 1820, which details the life of
the talented young woman Thuy Kiéu. The poem is composed of 1,627 couplets, or groups of two lines. Here
are some couplets from The Tale of Kieu in no particular order:

1. Tram nam trong cdi nguoi ta,
Chtr tai cht ménh khéo 1a ghét nhau.
2. Dau long hai 4 tb nga,
Thay Kiéu 1a chi, em 1a Thay Van.
3. Nira nim hoi tiéng vira quen,
San ngd canh biéc da chen 14 vang.
4. Van rang: Chi ciing nuc cuoi,
Khéo du nudc mat khoc nguoi doi xua.
5. Nguoi dau gap go 1am chi,

Tram nam biét c6 duyén gi hay khong?

Each couplet of the Tale is written in the poetic meter known as luc bgt', which has several rules. Even if we
don’t speak Vietnamese, we can still use these rules to identify whether a couplet has been corrupted. For
example, here is a corrupted version of couplet #1:

la. Tram nam trong dai nguoi ta,
Chtr tai chit ménh khéo 1a ghét nhau.
This couplet does not follow the rules of luc bdt and consequently must have been corrupted. However, this
is not always the case. Consider this other corruption to couplet #1:
1b. Tram ndm trong ca nguoi ta,
Chir tai chir ménh khéo 1a ghét nhau.

This corrupted version of couplet #1 still follows the rules of luc bdt; we would need to know Vietnamese in
order to determine that there was a mistake.

In Vietnamese, the diacritics (accent marks) d, a, 4, g, é indicate five of the six Vietnamese tones (known as
sdc, huyén, hoi, nang, and nga respectively); the absence of a diacritic indicates the sixth tone, ngang. Im-
portantly, the diacritics 4, a, é, o, w do not represent tones; instead, they represent slight changes to the pro-
nunciation of the vowels. Traditionally, Vietnamese tones are divided into two groups: sharp tones, of which
there are four, and flat tones, of which there are two.

Q1. Which tones belong to which groups? Write your answer on the answer sheets.

1. From the Middle Chinese words luk-pat, or ‘six-eight’.
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(Q) A Tale of Kieu-plets (2/2)

While searching in your local library for linguistics papers, you find six more couplets from The Tale of Kieu.
However, some have been damaged. Only two of them have remained uncorrupted—the other four have
had exactly two words changed or removed so that they no longer follow the rules of /uc bat. Fortunately,
even if you don’t know Vietnamese, you can use the rules of luc bdt to determine which couplets are original.

6. Vang trinh hdi chua xem tuong,

Ma sao trong s6 doan san co6 tén.

7. Au danh qua t6n nhan duyén,

Cung ngudi mot hoi, mot thuyén dau ngai!

8. Thua rang: Chit phan ngay tho,

Dudng sinh ddi tién téc to chua dén

0. Ngoai song tho thé oanh vang,

Nach tuong bong liéu bay ngang trude manh.

10. Chang Kim tur lai thu song,

Nbi nang canh canh bén long biéng khuay.

11.  Manh Tuong phét phét gi truyén,

Huong gay mui nhd, tra khan giong.

Q2. Determine which two couplets are authentic and which four have been corrupted. For each couplet,
circle “corrupted” or “authentic”. For each corrupted couplet, write the two words which have been
corrupted, or write REMOVED if a word has been removed.

Here is one more couplet from The Tale of Kieu. The couplet has been transmitted in damaged form: for
some of the words, two choices are possible (marked in parentheses).

Q3. For each combination in parentheses, determine which of the two words is correct. If both of the two
words could occur and still follow the rules, circle the word BOTH. Write your answers on the answer
sheets.

12. Nhan (6/tlr) (quan/rap) (khach/tuoi) lan (la/khéc),
Tuan tring thdm thoit nay (da/ach) thém hai.

Q4. Explain your observations about the structure of luc bdt in your answer sheets.
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(Q) A Tale of Kieu-plets Answer Sheet (1/2)

(Q) A Tale of Kieu-Plets
Q1. sharp tones

flat tones

Q2 6. corrupted/authentic
Corrupted words: #1 #2

7. corrupted / authentic
Corrupted words: #1 #2

8. corrupted / authentic
Corrupted words: #1 #2

9. corrupted / authentic
Corrupted words: #1 H#2

10. corrupted / authentic
Corrupted words: #1 #2

11. corrupted / authentic

Corrupted words: #1 H#2
Q3 a. ¢ tur BOTH
b. quan rap BOTH
c. khach tuol BOTH
d. la khac BOTH

e. da ach BOTH
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